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Purpose of briefing  

• Briefing #2 for event 
• Promote situational 

awareness for emergency 
management community & 
partners 

• Provide guidance for 
planning efforts  

• Briefing applies to Mount 
Holly service area – shaded 
in green on map 
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Executive Summary 

• Quick review of last weekend Solar Weather event. Event reached 
G2 (moderate) levels; aurora were seen in portions of northern U.S.; 
no other significant impacts.  NOAA forecast was very accurate.  
• Worst of the heat this week will be today (Tuesday) and tomorrow 
(Wednesday).  
• Heat index values will approach 105 degrees on both days.  
• Drought is affecting much of the country.  Our region has been 
impacted somewhat less than other parts of the country.  Where we 
stand locally and how things look for the future will be reviewed. 
• At this point in time, no additional briefing packages are scheduled.   
• Monitor our website at weather.gov/phi  
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Observed solar weather impacts 
• Geomagnetic storms are rated 

from G1 (minor) to G5 (extreme)  
• Official NOAA Space Weather 

Center forecast was for G1 to G2 
conditions starting Saturday, July 
14th 

• G2 storm conditions were 
observed.  Aurora was visible over 
northern portions of the U.S.   

• Photo on left was from Duluth 
Minnesota. 

• Geomagnetic storm has ebbed.  
Space weather conditions have 
returned to near  normal.  

• Next slide shows the Geomagnetic 
storm rating levels  
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Excessive heat has returned 

• Maximum heat index 
values will exceed 100 for 
much of the region both 
today (Tuesday, July 17th) 
as well as tomorrow 
(Wednesday, July 18th)  

• Excessive heat warnings 
and advisories are in effect 
for many areas 

• An approaching cold front 
will lower temperatures 
and humidity levels for 
later this week  
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Threat of severe weather 

• With extreme heat comes the 
threat of severe weather, 
particularly strong damaging 
straight line winds from severe 
thunderstorms  

• Graphic on the left shows the 
threat area for severe weather 
on Wednesday, July 18th as a 
cold front advances on our 
region.  
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Drought affects the nation 
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Record heat over much of the nation 

• As well as our region  
• Much of the country 

as well as all our 
local area has had 
the record warmest 
temperatures for the 
January through June 
time period (first six 
months of the year)  
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Drought conditions locally 

• Portions of 
Delaware and 
northeast 
Maryland are in 
moderate to 
severe drought  

• Portions of New 
Jersey and eastern 
Pennsylvania have 
gotten abnormally 
dry but have not 
yet reached 
drought status  
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The outlook for 
our region  

• Temperatures are 
expected to be warmer 
than normal for the 
remainder for the 
summer. 

• Unless we receive 
substantial rainfall for the 
remainder of the summer, 
there is a significant risk 
that drought conditions 
will worsen due to the 
expected hot 
temperatures.   
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Questions? 

• For the latest information, visit our website at 
weather.gov/phi        

• If you have any questions, please contact us. 

• Gary.Szatkowski@noaa.gov 

• Office 609-261-6602 x222 

• Cell 609-320-7205 
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